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“History will ultimately judge my client”
By Kevin Gosztola, Firedoglake.com. 
December 22, 2011. Edited for length

The pre-trial hearing for PFC 
Bradley Manning, accused of releasing 
classifi ed information to WikiLeaks, 
concluded with the government revealing 
in its closing argument for the fi rst time 
the enemy, which they believe Manning’s 
actions aided: the terrorists.

Calling what Manning did a “six 
month-long enterprise of indiscrimi-
nately harvesting information,” Cpt. 
Ashden Fein stated in the prosecution’s 
closing argument that Manning had 

actual knowledge that what he gave to 
WikiLeaks would end up in the hands of 
the enemy.

An Al Qaeda propaganda video was 
shown.  Subtitled, the video featured a 
fi gurehead of the organization discussing 
the released information, like the State 
Department cables.  The fi gurehead 
said the cables revealed “foreign depen-
dencies.”  He said something about 
relying on Allah for actions against the 
US and then said before taking actions 
jihadists should rely on the “wide range of 
resources on the Internet” now.

continued on back

RALLY FOR BRADLEY MANNING
during upcoming trial of accused WikiLeaks whistle-blower.

Join us outside Fort Meade, 100+ solidarity events worldwide!
By Courage to Resist. March 5, 2012

The US Army has scheduled a 
March 15-16 hearing date for PFC Bradley 
Manning, the accused WikiLeaks whistle-
blower.  Like all of Bradley’s court dates, 
it’ll be held at Fort Meade, Maryland, just 
northeast of Washington DC.  This hearing 
should set the timeline for Bradley’s court 
martial.  The defense hopes to go to trial 
as early as May, while the prosecution is 
already arguing for yet another delay—this 
time until August or later.  Bradley should 
have been brought to trial within 120 days 
of confi nement, yet August would mark 
800 days!

Bradley’s show trial began in 
earnest with his arraignment on February 
23 in front of military judge Denise Lind 
who will be presiding over the upcoming 
General Courts Martial. 

If the Obama administration is the 
least bit concerned with providing even 
the appearance of a fair trial, it will allow 
Bradley’s legal defense team to explore 
the critical issues at the heart of this case, 
including: President Obama’s recorded 
unlawful command infl uence over the 
proceedings, the illegal and torturous 
conditions that Bradley was subjected to 
for nine months at the Quantico Marine 
Brig, the over-classifi cation of all of the 
documents in question, and the lack of any 

harm to national security from the release 
of the documents.

So far military offi cials have blocked 
nearly every request by Bradley’s defense 
team, led by Iraq War veteran David 
Coombs, for access to evidence and 
witnesses that could explore these core 
issues.  During the Article 32 pre-trial 
hearing held in December, the defense 
was denied access to over three dozen 
critical witnesses (while the prosecution 
was allowed access to every one of two 
dozen witnesses requested).  This allowed 
military offi cials to limit this hearing to 
little more than a discussion of mitigating 
factors related to Bradley’s emotional 
health.

If Bradley had been a member 
of the US Marine squad that admitted 
to systematically murdering two dozen 
innocent Iraqi men, women, and children 
in Haditha, Iraq, he’d be walking free today. 
Instead, he faces the real prospect of life 
in prison for telling the truth.

The upcoming hearings come just 

continued on inside Bradley Manning led from the Fort Meade 
courtroom following a 12/21/11 pre-trial hearing.

Courtroom sketch of Bradley Manning’s attorney 
addressing the pre-trial hearing 12/16/11.



Last year, PFC Bradley Manning 
won the UK Guardian reader’s choice poll 
regarding who should win the Nobel Peace 
Prize by a signifi cant margin.  This year, he 
has been re-nominated for the prestigious 
award by The Movement of the Icelandic 
Parliament. The following article was originally 
posted on the blog of Icelandic MP member 
Birgitta Jónsdóttir.

February 1st 2012 the entire 
parliamentary group of The Movement 
of the Icelandic Parliament nominated 
Private Bradley Manning for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.  Following is the reasoning 
we sent to the committee explaining why 
we felt compelled to nominate Private 
Bradley Manning for this important 
recognition of an individual effort to have 
an impact for peace in our world.

Our letter to the Nobel Peace Prize 
Committee:

We have the great honor of 
nominating Private First Class Bradley 
Manning for the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize. 
Manning is a soldier in the United States 

Army who stands accused 
of releasing hundreds of 
thousands of documents to 
the whistle-blower website 
WikiLeaks.  The leaked 
documents pointed to a 
long history of corruption, 
war crimes, and imperialism 
by the United States 
government in international 
dealings.  These revelations 
have fueled democratic 
uprising around the world, 
including a democratic 
revolution in Tunisia. 
According to journalists, 
his alleged actions helped 
motivate the democratic 
Arab Spring movements, 
shed light on secret corporate infl uence 
on our foreign policies, and most recently 
contributed to the Obama Administration 
agreeing to withdraw all U.S. troops from 
the occupation in Iraq.

Bradley Manning has been 
incarcerated for well over a 
year by the US government 
without a trial.  He spent 
over ten months of that 
time period in solitary 
confi nement, conditions 
which experts worldwide 
have criticized as torturous. 
Juan Mendez, the United 
Nations’ Special Rapporteur 
on Torture and Cruel, 
Inhuman and Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, 
has repeatedly requested 
and been denied a private 
meeting with Manning to 
assess his conditions.

The documents 
made public by WikiLeaks 

Parliamentarians nominate Bradley Manning for Nobel Peace Prize

should never have been kept from public 
scrutiny.  The revelations—including video 
documentation of an incident in which 
American soldiers gunned down Reuters 
journalists in Iraq—have helped to fuel 
a worldwide discussion about America’s 
overseas engagements, civilian casualties 
of war, imperialistic manipulations, and 
rules of engagement.  Citizens worldwide 
owe a great debt to the WikiLeaks 
whistle-blower for shedding light on these 
issues, and so I urge the Committee to 
award this prestigious prize to accused 
whistle-blower Bradley Manning.

Sincerely,
Birgitta Jónsdóttir
Margrét Tryggvadóttir
Þór Saari

The Oklahoma Center for Conscience and 
Peace Research has also announced its 
nomination of Bradley Manning for the 2012 
Nobel Peace Prize.

Bradley Manning billboard on Highway 50 entering Washington DC, 
January 2012.  A Washington DC Metro ad campaign is scheduled 
for May throughout the subway system.

Continued: Rally for Bradley Manning

after Bradley was nominated for a Nobel 
Peace Prize by members of the Icelandic 
Parliament.  A blog post by MP Birgitta 
Jónsdóttir explained their rationale:

“According to journalists, his alleged 
actions helped motivate the democratic 
Arab Spring movements, shed light on 
secret corporate infl uence on our foreign 
policies, and most recently contributed 
to the Obama Administration agreeing 
to withdraw all US troops from the 
occupation in Iraq.”

Join us at a mass rally for Bradley at 
Fort Meade to coincide with the beginning 
of his court martial!  The date(s) of the 
rally will be announced after the trial date 
is set. If you can’t make the trip to the DC 
area, organize or take part in one of over 
a hundred solidarity events worldwide.

Interested in getting involved?  Give 
us a call, or contact our Bradley Manning 
campaign organizer Emma Cape directly 
at: emma@couragetoresist.org

DC daily features Courage to Resist organizers preparing for Bradley 
Manning rally at Fort Meade before a 12/16/11 pre-trial hearing. 

New mailing address

On about February 26, PFC Bradley 
Manning was formally transferred 
from Fort Leavenworth to a stockade 
near Fort Meade.  His new address is:

Commander, HHC USAG
Attn: PFC Manning
239 Sheridan Ave, Bldg 417
JBM-HH,  VA 22211

Bradley cannot receive money 
in any form.  Photos must be 
on copy paper.  Along with 
“contraband”,“infl ammatory material” 
is not allowed. Six pages max allowed. 



Resisting Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) recall
By Courage to Resist. March 6, 2012

The Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) 
is composed of former military personnel 
who still have time remaining on their 
enlistment agreements but have returned 
to civilian life.  They are eligible to be 
called up in “states of emergency”.

In support of President Obama’s 
Afghanistan “surge” a couple of years 
ago, the Army undertook one of the 
largest IRR recalls in history.  Over 
the last decade, thousands of 
IRR soldiers and Marines have 
questioned this “emergency” 
and have simply refused and 
ignored involuntary activation—
with few real consequences.

While recalls have decreased 
recently due to the withdrawal of most 
US forces from Iraq, service members still 
need to know the facts.  Few actually do.

The most common military 
enlistment is four years active or reserve 
duty, followed by an additional four 
years inactive. These “inactive” years 
are explained to enlistees as just that, 
“inactive”.  Many enlistees do not fully 
realize that most enlistments actually 
cover eight years of their life.

Members of the IRR are not under 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice 
(UCMJ) until they report for the Army’s 
evaluation for activation.  Since IRR 
members are not subject to the UCMJ, 
the military has no formal jurisdiction to 
take action against IRR individuals if they 

By Courage to Resist. March 6, 2012
Courage to Resist Project Director 

Jeff Paterson travelled the Pacifi c 
Northwest during February speaking 
at over a dozen community gatherings, 
bookstores, and college campuses.  Often 
with the support of local Veterans for 
Peace activists, Jeff ’s talks provided an 
overview of US v. Bradley Manning, 
including reports from the Fort Meade 
courtroom, updates on the international 
grassroots support campaign, and a pitch 
to donate to Bradley’s defense fund.  Many 
of the cities drew around one hundred 
folks each, such as Eugene, Portland, 
Corvallis, Seattle, Bellingham, and Olympia.

In August 1990, Jeff was the fi rst of 
many US military personnel to refuse to 
fi ght in Iraq while a US Marine Corporal 

Regional speaking tours underway

do not voluntarily report—and there are 
no corresponding civilian laws requiring 
IRR individuals to report.

This is a practical summation and 
not a legal declaration as military legal 
experts are divided on this question as 
a matter of law.   With the exception of 
a couple of “special cases” over the last 

25 years, the military has not taken 
judicial action against IRR resisters.

If an IRR member does 
report—even if only to apply for 

a waiver from activation—they 
can again be punished under 
military law if they later decide 

to resist.
Half of all IRR members recalled 

do not initially report.  Of those that do 
not report, most fi le for exemptions or 
delays.  Many ignore the initial letters and 

serving with an artillery battery.  
During March and early April, Jeff 

will be doing presentations throughout 
California.  Meanwhile, Bradley Manning 
campaign organizer Emma Cape will be 
speaking at events in the Northeast.

At these events, we use our book 
About Face: Military Resisters Turn Against 
War (PM Press, September 2011)—from 
Army Lt. Ehren Watada to PFC Bradley 
Manning—as an introduction to Courage 
to Resist for folks that may not have 
previously heard of our work in support 
of GI resisters.

About Face is available for $20, or as 
a premium gift (upon request) with your 
contribution of $100 or more to either 
Courage to Resist or the Bradley Manning 
Defense Fund.

phone calls, but are eventually intimidated 
into reporting.  However, thousands have 
simply never reported. 

Soldiers and Marines face aggressive 
and misleading recruitment tactics 
towards the end of their enlistments. 
Currently, the threat of an IRR recall is 
one of the most effective pitches. It goes 
something like this:  “If you leave now, 
we’ll just recall you after you settle into 
civilian life.  Reenlist to know who you’ll 
be serving with and get that bonus you 
deserve.”

Army IRR mobilization offi cer Maj. 
Nadine Kokolis admitted that the “culture 
and past management of the IRR has 
made it diffi cult for many to accept that 
call-ups will become common practice.” 

For in-depth information about the 
IRR, please visit couragetoresist.org/irr

Objector Dan Birmingham wins discharge
By Courage to Resist. March 1, 2012

In our last newsletter, we shared 
the story of Fort Lewis-McChord soldier 
Daniel Birmingham and his fi ght for a 
discharge as a conscientious objector, 
following Iraq deployments in 2009-10, 
based on his moral opposition to war.  

“We are told that we are helping 
people and fi ghting for our freedom. 
Instead innocent people are being killed, 
I have lost most of my freedom and 
we have done nothing but generated 
more hatred in the world,” he stated. 

Daniel was 
outspoken 
against US 
foreign 
policy 
during his 
discharge 
review 
and active 
with the group March Forward, yet still 
succeeded in winning an honorable 
discharge.  Thank you Daniel for your 
courage to resist!



Continued: “History will ultimately judge my client”

Legacy giving
   As you are making out your will, 

please consider a bequest to the 
“Alliance for Global Justice project 
Courage to Resist”, 484 Lake Park 
Ave #41, Oakland CA 94610. For 
more information about bequest 
language in your estate plans, please 
give us a call at 510-488-3559.

Manning “knowingly gave intelli-
gence through WikiLeaks to the enemy.” 
He “wantonly caused the release of this 
information.”  It was “not just good for 
declared enemies” but also accessible to 
“all other enemies with Internet access.”

Manning, Fein added, released 
over 700,000 documents that were on 
SIPRnet “during a time of war and while 
deployed.”  He was “never authorized to 
make classifi cation decisions to affect the 
national security of the United States.” 
He was given “unfettered access” to 
the information and “multiple enemies 
received” this information.

Now, it is clear: the effect of 
Manning’s prosecution has the potential 
to criminalize national security journalism. 
Not only would successfully putting 
Manning in prison for life without parole 
make an example for other soldiers to 
deter any others from responding to their 
moral conscience if they came across fi les 
that contained evidence of possible war 
crimes, but this would make it possible 
for the government to go after journalists 
who cover documents from the military 
or security industrial-complex.

This also cements the fact that 
WikiLeaks is viewed as a terrorist 
organization by the US government (or 
at least one that aids terrorist organiza-
tions through the publication of classifi ed 
information). 
Anyone who 
releases 
information to 
WikiLeaks can 
count on being 
pursued by the 
government 
and, when 
caught, charged 
with “aiding 
the enemy”—
terrorists, because 
they have access 
to the Internet and 
could read material that was once-secret.

Unsurprisingly, the defense’s 
closing argument given by David Coombs 
sharply contrasted with this rather 
incendiary condemnation of Manning. 
Coombs presented Manning as a “young 
and idealistic” man with a “strong moral 
compass.”

“Obviously, in your early twenties, 
you believe you can change the world,” 

Coombs stated.  “In your early twenties, 
you believe you can make a difference and 
that’s a good thing.  In your early twenties, 
when your president says, ‘Yes We Can,’ 
you actually believe that.”

He wholly condemned the govern-
ment’s overreaction to the release of 
documents by WikiLeaks and their 
insistence that the documents have done 
“extreme harm” and so Manning must pay 
with his life.

“What was the result of these 
leaks?” Coombs asked.  It would be 
possible to know if the original classifi -

cation authorities 
(OCAs) had 
been in court 
to testify.  They 
were not.  They 
instead submitted 
“unsworn 
statements” 
indicating 
“relevant 
information could 
cause harm.”

Coombs 
said the OCAs 

were reinforcing the “Chicken Little 
response of the US government” that 
began with Pentagon spokesperson Geoff 
Morrell going around saying, “The sky is 
falling, the sky is falling,” and continues 
most recently with Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton saying “the sky is falling, 
the sky is falling.”

“The sky is not falling and the sky 
will not fall,” declared Coombs.

Moments before calling out the 

OCAs, he spoke of the profound suffering 
Manning had been experiencing as a 
member of the military who had gender 
identity disorder.  He cited an email to Sgt. 
Paul Adkins, who escaped testifying during 
the hearing by invoking his right to not 
incriminate himself.

Coombs appropriately concluded 
by paraphrasing a quote many attribute to 
the late Justice Louis Brandeis, “Sunlight 
has always been the best disinfectant.”

He quoted Martin Luther King Jr., a 
fl ourish that surely pleased supporters of 
Manning:

“An individual who breaks a law 
that conscience tells him is unjust, and 
who willingly accepts the penalty of 
imprisonment in order to arouse the 
conscience of the community over its 
injustice, is in reality expressing the 
highest respect for the law.”

“[A] hallmark of our democracy is 
the ability of our government to be open 
with its public,” Coombs stated.  “History 
will ultimately judge my client.”

Visit www.bradleymanning.org for daily 
updates from the Bradley Manning Support 
Network.

Three hundred supporters marched of Fort Meade for Bradley Manning during his “Article 32” pre-trial 
hearing, and for his 24th birthday, on December 17, 2011. Photo: Jeff Paterson

Recent US Marine Corps veteran rallies for Bradley 
Manning outside Quantico VA, March 20, 2011.


